The title compound was synthesized as a fundamental chromophore in a larger project focusing on solvatochromic and acidochromic dyes for sensing applications via one and twophoton excited fluorescence, see: Nemkovich et al. (2010) ; Schmitt et al. (2008) ; Detert & Schmitt (2006) ; Strehmel et al. (2003) . Starting with 2,5-dimethylpyrazine, linear distyrylpyrazines had been prepared by acid-catalyzed condensations with benzaldehyde (Takahashi & Satake, 1952) as well as via Siegrist reaction with the anils of alkoxybenzaldehydes (Zerban, 1991) . Crystal data for the triclinic form have been deposited (CCDC 807782) .
Experimental
Crystal data The monoclinic crystal is built from parallel layers (Fig. 2) with a distance of the mean planes of 3.5 Å indicating a π-π-interaction of neighbouring molecules. Perpendicular to the pyrazine-N are the nitrogen atoms of the dimethylamino groups of molecules in the lower and upper layer. Each molecule is connected to six neighbouring molecules via H-π-interactions with distances H-centroid of the π-system in the range of 2.27 -2.88 Å. These CH-π-bonds connect pyrazin-methyl groups C4-H with anilines, and dimethylamino groups C14-H with pyrazines and C15-H with aniline rings. The molecules are planar, C14 shows the largest deviation (0.062 (2) 
The title compound was prepared by adding potassium tert-butylate (1.50 g, 16.1 mmol) to a solution of tetramethylpyrazine (0.90 g, 6.70 mmol) and 4-dimethylaminobenzaldehyde (2.00 g, 13.41 mmol) in anhydrous DMF (25 ml). The mixture was stirred at 273 K under nitrogen until the aldehyde has been consumed (TLC). The mixture was diluted with water (75 ml) and the product extracted with chloroform, the solution dried with Na 2 SO 4 and after evaporation of the solvent, the residue recrystallized from chloroform/methanol (1:1) to yield a mixture of block-and plate-shaped, dark red crystals. Yield: 1.42 g (54%), m.p.=522 K.
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms attached to carbons were placed at calculated positions with C-H = 0.95 Å (aromatic) or 0.98-0.99 Å (sp 3 C-atom). All H atoms were refined in the riding-model approximation with isotropic displacement parameters (set at 1.2-1.5 times of the U eq of the parent atom).
supplementary materials sup-2 
